While diverse, all the NCCN Annual Conference presentations focus on furthering the mission of the NCCN to improve the quality, effectiveness, and efficiency of cancer care so that patients can lead better lives. To that end, the NCCN Annual Conference remains only one of many NCCN efforts.
In this past year, NCCN has strengthened its foundation to continue work on implementing the new strategic plan, which focuses on goals and initiatives for the next 5 years. The strategic plan will enhance the usefulness of the NCCN Guidelines and related information products.
For example, NCCN continues our initiative with McKesson Specialty Health to develop value-based pathways for the treatment of common cancers. These clinical practice guidelines are jointly developed by McKesson Specialty Health, The US Oncology Network, and NCCN to consider efficacy, toxicity, and cost when evaluating treatment options in radiation oncology, and are based on the NCCN Guidelines.
Our international program has also continued to grow, and NCCN recently launched the NCCN International Educational Activities Program, which recognizes non-U.S. physicians who have demonstrated understanding of the NCCN Guidelines via completion of required educational activity hours. NCCN also continues to work in collaboration with third party organizations to present the NCCN Guidelines to international audiences of clinicians and other medical professionals. Additionally, NCCN collaborates to create and distribute International Adaptations and Translations of the NCCN Guidelines, which may include modifications representative of metabolic differences in populations, technologic considerations, and regulatory status of agents used in cancer management, such as availabilities of drugs, biologics, devices, and procedures.
Recently, NCCN announced the availability of the NCCN Guidelines for Patients: Breast Cancer Stages 0-IV-the latest addition to the library of NCCN Guidelines for Patients available online free-of-charge at NCCN.org/patients. This is the first comprehensive stage-specific library of NCCN Guidelines for Patients, and joins the NCCN Guidelines for Patients on colon, esophageal, non-small cell lung, ovarian, pancreatic, and prostate cancers; caring for adolescents and young adults; chronic myelogenous leukemia; malignant pleural mesothelioma; melanoma; multiple myeloma; and lung cancer screening. NCCN Guidelines for Patients are made possible by charitable donations to the NCCN Foundation.
These are just a few of the programs and initiatives in the works and on the horizon. Through these programs and initiatives, NCCN aspires to be the world leader in defining and advancing high-quality, high-value cancer care. But none of that is possible without the contributions and support of our member institutions and of the larger oncology community. We believe that JNCCN readers, whether you are from a member institution or not, also contribute to improving the quality of cancer care. We embrace this collaboration and partnership, and look forward to working with you now and in the future.
Your support of NCCN and our programs is invaluable, and I hope that you will continue to participate in the NCCN Annual Conference (March 12-15, 2015) and other NCCN activities and programs. Please visit NCCN.org for more information and to access programs such as the NCCN Guidelines and to watch, and participate in, NCCN's continuing evolution.
